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 As a branch of human geography and a subset of population studies, 

population geography studies the ways in which spatial variations in the 

distribution, composition, characteristics and growth of populations are 

related to the nature of places. Population geography as a scientific field, 

engages in spatial and temporal discourses of the patterns and processes 

of variations in population distribution in any defined territory. As a 

result, the population geographer is concerned with several questions such 

as; what is the pattern of population of any area? What are the processes 

that lead to the observed pattern of population distribution? What are the 

relationships/linkages between the population of any place and the 

environmental conditions of the area? Subsequently, common concepts 

studied in population geography are population size, growth, density, 

distribution and composition. Others include migration, fertility, 

mortality, ethnicity, aging etc.  
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 In the expression ‘population geography’, the term ‘population’ 

signifies the subject matter and ‘geography’ refers to the perspective of 

investigation. Population geography implies the investigation into human 

covering of the earth and its various facets with reference to physical and 

cultural environment.  

 

DEFINITION 

• According to Trewartha, population geography is concerned with the 

understanding of the regional differences in the earth’s covering of people 

• John I. Clarke, suggested that population geography is mainly concerned 

with demonstrating how spatial variation in population and its various 

attributes like composition, migration and growth are related to the spatial 

variation in the nature of places 

• Wilbur Zelinsky defines it as “a science that deals with the ways in 

which geographic character of places is formed by and, in turn, reacts 

upon a set of population phenomena that vary within it through both space 

and time interacting one with another, and with numerous non- 

demographic phenomena”. 

• R.J. Proyer suggested that population geography deals with the analysis 

and explanation of interrelationship between population phenomena and 

the geographical character of places as they both vary over space and time.  
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NATURE/SCOPE OF POPULATION GEOGRAPHY 

 Trewartha proposed a very comprehensive outline of the content of 

the sub-discipline, which many subsequent geographers seem to have 

adhered to. 

 Broadly speaking, the concerns of population geography, according 

to Trewartha, can be grouped into three categories: 

1. A historical (pre-historic and post-historic) account of population: 

Trewartha suggested that where direct statistical evidence is not available, 

geographers should adopt indirect methods, and collaborate with 

anthropologists, demographers and economic historians. 

2. Dynamics of number, size, distribution and growth patterns: In 

Trewartha’s opinion, an analysis of world population patterns, population 

dynamics in terms of mortality and fertility, area aspect of over and under 

population, distribution of population by world regions and settlement 

types and migration of population (both international and inter-regional) 

form an important part of analysis in population geography. 

3. Qualities of population and their regional distribution: He suggested 

two broad groups – physical qualities (e.g., race, sex, age, health etc.), and 

socio-economic qualities (e.g., religion, education, occupation, marital 

status, stages of economic development, customs, habits etc.) 

 Population geography studies the formation of the population in 

different territories in terms of structure, density, specific clustering (cities 
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and rural communities), and the conditions that determine the particular 

forms of settlement. 

 The main concern of population geography revolves round the 

following three aspects of human population: 

1. Size and distribution, including the rural-urban distribution of 

population. 

2. Population dynamics – past and present trends in growth and its spatial 

manifestation; components of population change, viz., fertility, mortality 

and migration. 

3. Population composition and structure. They include a set of 

demographic characteristics (such as age-sex structure, marital status and 

average age at marriage etc.), social characteristics (such as caste, 

racial/ethnic, religious and linguistic composition of population; literacy 

and levels of educational attainment etc.), and economic characteristics 

(such as workforce participation rate and workforce structure etc.) 
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